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	            To:
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Director


OPTIONAL REPLY DUE OCTOBER 15, 2004

Regions may require proposals be submitted earlier than this date.

The Forest Health Protection (FHP) Special Technology Development Program (STDP) is soliciting proposals to help move research results into practice by developing cutting edge technologies and field operation methods to improve the ability of field specialists to restore and protect America's forests.  Projects will be selected on a competitive basis.  FHP and Forest Service Research and Development (R&D) will fund selected proposals.

The Program

The STDP Steering Committee encourages the submission of proposals on a broad range of topics relating to the control of native and non-native plants, insect, and pathogen pest species (herein after referred to as pest species), but will give highest priority to proposals that address the following national objectives:

A. Develop techniques to quantify or define the effect of pest species on forest ecosystems including: structure, function and condition class.

B. Develop guidelines for the integration of silvicultural procedures, prescribed burning, and other tools and techniques that reduce the adverse impacts of pest species.

C. Develop or refine biocontrol methods for established pest species.

D. Develop or improve techniques for detection, analysis, and management of pest species, especially technologies or methods that contribute to our ability to prevent introductions or to detect and eradicate newly introduced invasive species.

Submittal Process

Proposals must be submitted through the FHP staff at Regions, the Northeastern Area, or the International Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF).  Each FHP Program Director can submit up to five projects for review and consideration for funding providing that one proposal is relevant to the invasive species objective.  Also, the Project Leader for each proposal must have FHP program responsibilities and all Principal Investigators and their affiliations should be named in the application to ensure accurate tracking of internal and external partnerships. 

FHP Program Directors in the Regions, Area, and IITF can provide guidance in the development of proposals.  Information about program funding, project eligibility, and selection criteria is described in Enclosure 1.  Additional information about program objectives, technical committees, and prior year projects, may be found at: http://stdpweb.fs.fed.us/stdp/ or by contacting the National STDP Manager, Marla Downing, via phone (970) 295-5843 or agency e-mail, mdowning@fs.fed.us. 

Application and Progress Forms

The FHP Project Leader must submit application forms for new proposals, progress reports for continuing projects, and final reports for completed projects to your STDP Regional Representative for approval by the date set for your Region (your Region may require pre-proposals earlier than the October 15, deadline; please contact your Regional Representative for more information).  All peer reviewed proposals and reports approved at the Regional level will be assigned a submittal number and must then be submitted by the FHP Regional Representative to the National STDP Manager, via email, as well as through the STDP website, by October 15, 2004.  Please prepare proposals, progress, and final reports as separate Microsoft Word documents (using the formats provided as Enclosures 2, 3, and 4).  

The Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003, Title IV (HFRA Title IV), (Insect Infestations and Related Diseases), might be a potential tool for use with STDP projects that “assist land managers in the development of treatments and strategies to improve forest health and reduce the damaging insects and associated diseases on Federal land and State and private land.”  Should you plan to use HFRA Title IV in your STDP project, you must: 1) specify in your proposal your plans to adhere to HFRA Title IV requirements, and 2) report the number of acres treated to the STDP Program Manager, Marla C. Downing.  Please review Enclosure 7 for the specific HFRA Title IV language.

Funding will depend on Congressional appropriations as well as on the extent to which funds were actually obligated and received for approved STDP projects in FY2004.

/s/ Marla C. Downing

MARLA C. DOWNING

STDP Program Manager

Enclosures 7

cc:  Robert Mangold, WO-FHP

Jimmy Reaves, WO-VMPR

       Dave Thomas, WO-FHP


FHP STDP Steering Committee

       FHP Field Offices


FHP Technical Committees

Allan Bullard, FHTET-Morgantown
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